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French foreign ministry’s state secretary 

meets with Belarusian civil society activists 

By Tanya Korovenkova, BelaPAN  

Minsk, 26 October. Jean-Baptiste Lemoyne, secretary of state at France’s Ministry of Europe 

and Foreign Affairs, on October 25 met with Belarusian civil society activists and 

representatives of opposition organizations.  

The meeting was held on Thursday night, immediately after Mr. Lemoyne arrived in Minsk, 

Vital Rymashewski, co-chairperson of Belarusian Christian Democracy, told BelaPAN.  

“We talked about the political situation and changes that have happened in Belarus since the 

European Union lifted its sanctions against the Lukashenka regime,” Mr. Rymashewski said. 

“Lemoyne noted that he would convey the information received from us to President Macron, 

and that the foreign ministry would use it in its future work.”  

According to Mr. Rymashewski, he spoke about, among other things, problems faced by 

independent media outlets in Belarus, including the blockage of charter97.org [Warsaw-based 

Belarusian opposition news website] and Belaruski Partyzan [independent news website] at 

the beginning of the year and attacks on BelaPAN and tut.by. “Those were unprecedented 

attacks because they were pre-planned,” he noted.  

As Mr. Rymashewski said, he also spoke about authorities’ attempts to put pressure on civil 

society activists, human rights defenders and opposition politicians, and about persistent 

denials of registration for political parties and organizations.  

“It was an important meeting, as a lot of visits currently take place behind the scenes, with no 

involvement of civil society,” he said. “And it is important that the secretary of state of the 

French foreign ministry met with us ahead of all scheduled meetings with government 

officials. This gave us the opportunity to talk about the situation.”  

Aleh Hulak, chairperson of the Belarusian Helsinki Committee, said that he spoke at the 

meeting about the human rights situation in the country. “I said that there have been some 

changes in certain areas, but everything remains the same in the most sensitive areas,” he said.  

According to Mr. Hulak, those present also discussed the government’s policy with regard to 

young people, the impact of the Russian factor on the situation in Belarus and the problem of 

Russian propaganda.  

Also in attendance were Ryhor Kastusyow, leader of the Belarusian Popular Front; Ales 

Byalyatski, chairperson of the Vyasna Human Rights Center; Tatsyana Karatkevich, co-

chairperson of the “Tell the Truth!” movement, and House of Representatives member Hanna 

Kanapatskaya who is a member of the opposition United Civic Party.  

On Friday, Mr. Lemoyne took part in the third meeting of the Belarusian-French Commission 

for Economic Cooperation and the Fifth Belarusian-French Business Forum.  
 


